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1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
This report covers the period from April 2008 to March 2009. 
As each year rolls on, I find myself writing another Chairman’s report and 
wondering what I should say. The activities of Christian Resources into 
Schools continue to provide vital contact points between schools and 
churches. 
 
The SMSC Online website continues to be a vital source of information for 
teachers and others involved in work amongst children and young people and 
the number of people visiting our site is still continuing to grow month on 
month. This is a great encouragement to us all. We just wish that the Christian 
church in our country would show the same enthusiasm about making contact 
with the schools and the children that attend them. As we’ve said before, over 
90% of school age children have no contact with churches, if we don’t try to 
contact them in school how will they ever hear about Christ? 
 
Our on-line learning modules, mentioned in last year’s report, are shortly 
going to be put onto the SMSC website and freely available to schools. 
  
The Christian Resources Exhibition in Esher is a good venue and the 2008 
exhibition was no exception, we made a number of good new contacts and a 
number of folk make a point of coming to find us to renew a contact from a 
previous visit. Please pray for all those contacts, that their interest may 
become a real committed support for the work of CRiS. 
 
Again our main challenges during the past 12 months have been financial. 
Chris. Westgarth, as our project manager, continues to work tirelessly but 
many months we struggle to pay her salary. The shortage of funds also limits 
what we can do to expand the work. We want to thank all those of you who, 
individually or through your church, so generously support the work of CRiS 
and we are convinced that the Lord wants this work to continue. Please keep 
on praying for the work, and that God will provide the resources, both physical 
and financial that are needed to move CRiS forward so that many more may 
hear about Him and about our Saviour. 
 
What of the future? As a charity we are in need of new trustees, if you are 
interested in this work, why not volunteer. It will take as much time as you 
want to give. Also, we are very much a Cambridge area supported charity 
even though the folk using SMSC Online come from all round the UK. Again 
we would ask for prayer. Pray that the Lord will enable us to widen our 
support base beyond this local area to the whole of the United Kingdom and 
beyond. 
Once again, thank you for your support and keep praying. 
 
Mr Norman Gulliver 
Chairman 
Christian Resources into Schools 
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2 CHARITY INFORMATION 

Trustees  

Mrs Elizabeth Booker 
Dr Robert Crichton  
Miss Carol Greensmith 
Mr Norman Gulliver 

Project  Manager  

Miss Chris Westgarth 

Registered Office  

85 Barton Road 
Comberton 
CAMBRIDGE 
CB23 7BT 

Charity Number  

1092267 

Working names 
 
 CRiS 
 SMSC online 

Independent Examiners  

Ian Harris  
Tasker’s Field 
Caxton 
Cambridgeshire 
CB23 3PA 

Bank  

Cooperative Bank PLC 
1 Balloon Street 
MANCHESTER 
M60 4EP 

A/C No.       65117352 
Sort Code:  08 92 99 
A/C title:  CRIS (Registered Charity 1092267) 
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4 HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 
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Our work can be divided into 3 areas as shown above  

and expanded in more detail below 

Online learning, Website/Morag, working with church es and 
exhibitions 
 

SMSC online continues to be widely respected as the foremost provider of 
information and support for the integration of spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural values across the whole school curriculum. SMSC online is 
consistently in the top 2 listings on Internet search engines when looking for 
SMSC resources. SMSC Online now has 300 resource providers and each 
month new ones are added. These resource providers offer thousands of wide 
ranging items, all highly appropriate for use in schools.  
The e-mail ‘hotline’ facility continues to be well used, along with the ‘private’ 
Ask Morag feature on the website and is often the source of much 
encouragement. 
Our termly news continues to be well received, with some organisations and 
dioceses asking for large quantities to send to their schools. 
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The crest of the 
Diocese of St Albans 

Pastoral support, governance, Christian staff and p rayer  
 

Christian involvement in the life of schools obviously is a very key area in the 
objectives and aims of the charity. Chris is involved in the governance of a 
local primary school and has oversight of the provision of SMSC (Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural values) and early years provision. As Chris is 
trained in Safer Recruitment procedures she is actively involved in the 
interviews for staff members.  
Alongside this she also offers pastoral support to the Headteachers of a 
number of schools in the locality. 
Often this takes the form of a ‘coffee and a chat’ and Headteachers have 
commented on how much they appreciate just knowing that someone is there, 
able to offer a listening ear and where appropriate to offer advice and prayer. 

 

 
 

Consultancy, Inspections and conferences 
Chris continues to be registered as a SIAS inspector (as part of the National 
framework for school inspections.) – All of this work so far has been for the 
schools in the Diocese of St Albans.  
Chris continues to be involved with a collaborative project orginally started by 
The Stapleford Centre and now involving Barnabas. This project will be 
encouraging churches to support their local school…this is an area that 
is close to Chris’ heart and also the aims and objectives of Christian 
Resources into Schools. 

 

Partners 
CRiS continues to work closely with The Stapleford Centre, TISCA (The 
Independent Schools Christian Alliance), The CROWNS Trust (Christians Reaching Out 
in West Norfolk Schools) and the Bible Reading Fellowship (Barnabas). 

 
 
 
 
Grant funding 
 
The Charity is dependant of grants and gifts from individuals and we are very 
grateful for their support and generosity.  To date we have been unsuccessful 
with our grant applications. 
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  Duncan and Chris at Haddenham 2008 

Fundraising  
 

Again the charity benefited from a sponsored 
activity through attendance at the Haddenham 
Steam Rally and an exhibition drive in the main 
arena. Chris took her 1952 Series MM, 
affectionately named Duncan. The torrential rain 
the day before the event caused the field to be a 
mud bath. Through the generous support of friends 
and supporters the charity raised just under £400 – 
thank you! 
 
 

 

Annual CRiS afternoon  
 

In October 2008 we held our ‘open afternoon’. The aim was to thank our 
supporters, inform them of future plans and to publicise more widely our aims 

and objectives. Our workshop leaders 
were SnailTales who led an informative 
and interactive storytelling workshop.  

Also included in the afternoon was a time 
of worship, Liz Booker ably led this. 
There was a creative prayer workshop to 
pray for Christians involved in schools. 

Our small exhibition proved popular and 
inspiring and the refreshments were 
most welcome!  

 

 

This year we are changing the venue and the day and time of the event. We 
have plans for Christian juggler, Steve Thomson to lead a workshop, which 
should be inspiring! 
 
Trustees  
 
The role of trustee is not always easy and yet they provide a good balance of 
challenge and support. In line with the Charity Commission requirements all 
trustees have an enhanced CRB certificate. Chris is indebted to the trustees 
for their enthusiasm, commitment and encouragement.  
 
Chris Westgarth 
Project Manager 
Christian Resources into Schools 

Norman Gulliver speaking at the 
annual afternoon 2008 
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5 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE NEXT 12 MONTHS 
 
 
There are some key areas that we aim to address in the coming year and 
these are listed below: 
 

·  Securing funding for the next 3 years: 
Overheads and costs are very low, but there is obviously a desire for the 
activities of the charity to expand. Securing funding for the next 3 years 
will help to fulfil these aims and objectives. 
 
 

·  Promoting online learning modules: 
The completed modules have just been placed on the SMSC online 
website with free access. We are continuing  to create a further 2 
modules, one on healthy lifestyles and the other on the art of reflection 
for Key Stage 2. 
 
 

·  To ‘geographically’ broaden our support network: 
So much of our support comes from churches and individuals in the 
immediate vicinity or people who are well known to the project manager.  

 
 
 

·  Increasing the number of trustees  
The trustees are looking to increase the membership and redefine the 
role. The aim has always been to ‘recruit’ extra trustees to bring the total 
to 5. 
 

·  To continue to work collaboratively with ‘partner’ organisations 
We know there is great benefit when like-minded organisations share 
their expertise and resources  
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Carol originally trained as a secondary teacher, then later 
taught for many years at primary level, specialising in the 
foundation stage. Carol recently took early retirement from 
teaching. She enjoys music, travel, cooking and 
ornithology. She is actively involved in the life of the local 
Baptist church.  

6 TRUSTEES  
Mrs Liz Booker  

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr Bob Crichton  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Bob is a Chartered Engineer, currently running his 
own business specialising in the impact of technology on 
organisations and society.  
Bob is married to Lynne and between them they have six 
children. He is a member of Comberton Baptist Church. 

 

Norman worked in the Sales and Marketing areas of an 
electronics company from 1967 until early retirement in 1998. 
He has served as a Governor in two different primary schools 
and also a clerk of Governors. Norman is the Treasurer of 
Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge. He enjoys travelling and 
watching Formula 1 racing.  
Norman is the Chairman of Christian Resources into Schools. 

Liz, a music teacher, is married to Mike, an Anglican vicar 
and they have 3 children. Liz enjoys teaching and is keen to 
instil a love of music in the lives of the pupils she works 
with. In her spare time Liz enjoys reading and cooking, 
walking the dog and travel. Together with Chris Westgarth, 
Liz heads up the children’s work at St Mary’s.  

 

Miss Carol Greensmith  

Mr Norman Gulliver  
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6.1 Project Manager  

Ms Chris Westgarth  

Chris is a member of the Becta (British Educational Communications and Technology 
agency) focus group, Schools Ministry Network and the Association of Christian 
Teachers.  
She is chair of Governors at a local primary school, a 
SIAS inspector (formally section 23) and chairman of her 
village Parish Council.  

Until 1997 Chris worked extensively in education, 
specialising in Early Years and Special Needs. Her 
excellent administrative skills are complemented by her 
ability to provide creative input into many aspects of the 
project. Chris has a dual role within the charity, as she is 
the Project Manager for CRiS and also for the information 
portal SMSC Online. Her networking capabilities have 
unearthed many new organisations and resources for 
schools that were initially hard to find.  

 

A committed Christian, Chris has a desire to see the prophetic and creative arts 
released in the life of the church. Chris is involved in the life of a local Anglican 
Church. She is a member of the PCC and, together with Liz Booker, heads up the 
children’s work at the church. 
She believes that Christian involvement in education issues should be seen as a very 
valid form of mission. 
In her 'spare' time Chris enjoys travelling and is the proud owner of Duncan, a 1952 
Series MM (Morris Minor). 
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7 COUNCIL OF REFERENCE 
 

Mike Poole  
Mike was formerly Lecturer in Science Education and is currently Visiting Research 
Fellow in Science & Religion at King's College London. He is the author of several 
books and some sixty papers and articles on issues of science and religion. 

Janet Chandler  
Janet with her husband Richard, are members of the Christian Peoples Alliance. Until 
very recently Janet has been employed as a full-time Children & Youth Worker within 
a local church, she had regular contact with local schools within the classroom and in 
mentoring. Her work focused on the needs of children and young people for relevant 
and creative formal and informal education, she is also developing strong 
international links, mainly in Central and Southern Africa.  
 
Ram Gidoomal  
Ram Gidoomal, CBE, is the Visiting Professor of Entrepreneurship and Inner City 
Regeneration at Middlesex University, and is also on the Court of Luton University. 
He is a school governor and is a Crown appointee of Court & Council, Imperial 
College. He is also the leader of the Christian Peoples Alliance. 
 

Stephen Munday  
Stephen is the principal of a successful village college in Cambridgeshire. The school 
is a Beacon School, Training School and Specialist Sports College. Stephen and his 
family attend a local free church. 

David Cook 
David is a former headteacher and adviser from the south of England. David lives in 
Dorset and is a member of the Association of Christian Teachers and actively 
involved in the leadership of his local church. 
 
 
 


